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An Act to Amend the WSBA Meeting Procedural Rules of Order
and to Adopt Robert’s Rules of Order

Author(s): Nicholas Smith, WSBA Vice President; Gabby Altenor, At-Large Representative

Sponsor(s): Nicholas Smith, WSBA Vice President; Gabby Altenor, At-Large Representative

Background:

The Washburn Student Bar Association (WSBA) convenes and operates meetings in accordance
with its Meeting Procedural Rules of Order. In March of 2021, the WSBA adopted a Meeting
Procedural Rules of Order based upon The Modern Rules of Order 5th ed. By Donald A.
Tortorice. Prior to this change in 2021, WSBA utilized Robert’s Rules of Order, like over 80
percent of organizations in the United States. However, The Modern Rules of Order by Tortorice
are extremely inaccessible to WSBA officials and normal student members. Such currently
adopted rules are not in the public domain and may only be obtained by purchasing the rules or
locating the rules in a public library. To provide greater access and transparency to the
procedural rules of WSBA, amending the WSBA Meeting Procedural Rules of Order to adopt
Robert’s Rules of Order is necessary and appropriate.

Legislative Notes:

This bill seeks to amend the WSBA Meeting Procedural Rules of Order and to adopt Robert’s
Rules of Order.

Presented to the Governing Body of the Washburn Student Bar Association on March 4, 2022,
with a vote of:

Ayes: | A

Nays: 7.

Abstentions: ‘

Audriana Berry Dunn Nicholas Smith
WSBA President WSBA Vice President
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An Act to Amend the WSBA Meeting Procedural Rules of Order
and to Adopt Robert’s Rules of Order

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE
WASHBURN STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION

Author(s): Nicholas Smith, WSBA Vice President; Gabby Altenor, At-Large Representative

Sponsor(s): Nicholas Smith, WSBA Vice President; Gabby Altenor, At-Large Representative
AN ACT

Section 1. The Washburn Student Bar Association shall hereby amend its WSBA Meeting

Procedural Rules of Order in accordance and conformity with the amendments made in the

Appendix, where language in red or in strikethrough is deleted and language in green or

underlined is added.

Section 2. As written in the Appendix, the WSBA shall hereby adopt Robert’s Rules of Order as

its official Meeting Procedural Rules of Order where its existing WSBA Meeting Procedural

Rules of Order, as amended, is silent or ambiguous.

Section 3. Any WSBA policy, procedure, rule, or regulation, in whole or in part, in conflict with
this Act shall be hereby repealed.

Section 4. This Act shall become effective immediately upon passage.
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APPENDIX
WSBA Meeting Procedural Rules of Order

Foundational Rules

1. Where these procedural rules of order are silent, the WSBA shall use the procedural rules of
order as outlined in the most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order.

2. The President, or the party actmg on the Pres1dent s behalf shall pre51de over all Govemlng
Body meetings as Chair has-th 3t nes-includingproced
decisionmaking.

3. The President, or the party acting on the President’s behalf, shall have decision-making
authority over meeting procedure.

4. All appeals of the President’s Pprocedural ehallenges decisions must be appealed to ge
through-the Parliamentarian.

5. Any discretionary decisions by the President shall only be overruled by a two-thirds majority
vote of the Governing Body.

6. These rules of order shall also apply to WSBA Committees. Committee Chairs shall have the
same authority given to the President when presiding over committee meetings.

MeetinsSpeeifi
Call-te Order

Dresid Lallcall : .
Roll Call

The President, or a designated officer, shall take attendance of all Council members present at
the start of the meeting. The Secretary shall conduct the roll call of any roll call motion.

Reports
The President has the discretion to allow fer; or require; verbal; or written reports; from the

elected members of the Counc1l and Chalrs of WSBA Commlttees baseéemme-eeasiéefatms-
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2. The President retains discretion over the allotted time and number of speakers on the agenda
item. Reasonable time at the discretion of the President will be allowed for Council members
to speak on the agenda item being considered.
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3. The President retains discretion over the allotted time and number of speakers on any issue
brought to the floor.

Adjournment
1. The Presidents may call adjournment of the meeting without a motion or vote if all agenda
items have been addressed.
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3. If all agenda items have not been addressed, a meeting shall only adjourn by motion, with a

second, and requires a majority vote.

Adopted by-Ceuneil 03/17/2021
Revised 03/04/2022
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